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www.nicb.org

Created by the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB),
the nation’s leading not-for-profit organization dedicated

to detecting and defeating insurance fraud and vehicle
theft, VINChecks is a free public service that can help you
quickly and easily determine whether a specific vehicle has
been reported as having been stolen, but not recovered, or
has been reported as a previously declared loss vehicle.*

Before you purchase a used vehicle, simply visit the NICB
web site, www.nicb.org, and click on the VINChecks

link. Then, type in the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN).
Within seconds, a response will be returned to you.

*VINCheck®™ only queries claims data reported by participating NICB members.
Please visit www.nicb.org for more details.

VINCheck*"
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Since 1954, American automobile manufacturers have used a
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) that describes the vehicle
for identification purposes. Consisting of 17 characters since
1981, VINs uniquely identify passenger cars, multi-purpose
passenger vehicles, trucks, buses, trailers, incomplete vehicles
and motorcycles with a gross weight of 10,000 pounds or less.
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Beginning in 1970, all passenger cars sold in the United States
were assembled with VIN plates attached to the left side

of the dash or instrument panel and are visible through the
windshield.

There is only one exception to this rule. Prior to 1984,
Chevrolet Corvette VIN plates were attached to the left side
windshield post. Many imports also have the VIN plate affixed
to the left side windshield post.
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